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FLOATING THE CANDLE

Evan John Jones

Like so many other Craft groups in the past, we have found cursclves lumbered with the
perennial problem of what to do when someone wants to lay down office and be released from
the oath they took when assuming that office. Just standing m the centre of the circle and
saying: “Right, that’s it, I’m packing it in”, or words to that effect. never guite seemed 1o fit the
bill. We also have the same problem with people leaving the group for various reasons and
who wanted to be released from the coven oath, even though they were parting on the best of
terms. For us, and I suspect many others, there is a certian level of ceremony mvolved = the
taking of oaths, but very little done to release people from them In the end by lookine 28 cur
mythos, we hit on a method that fitted the bill exactly. Certianly not “tradsional” = the e
meaning of the word, it plugged a glaring gap in our coven workings and h—:tﬂi--
well, seems to have been there for far longer than it actually has

We based it on what we considered to be the ideal site, that bemng one on the #‘zh
flowing water and, if possible, a waterfall. In the mythos of our radition we have alwass seen
the boundary between this world and the place we have created in the Otherworid for curssives
as a river with a waterfall. Classically this is the Lethe, the nver of chlviam. where S
memories of earthly life are purged from the spirit, leaving behind the #ﬂ w
gained during that lifetime. So by finding a working place that clossis oS =3
above is quite important to us and in my case I have found such a place - T

In the second part of the equation, we always use a candle as part of our ot Sime
ceremony. This serves as a soul candle and is symbolic of the very soul ms=if HW
out and relit it represents the snuffing out of the past life and its belicfs and Se sloms
the light of the spirit in the name of the Old Gods and the Goddess. MOm
of worship. So candles play an important part in the oath taking rites. Now & 2 o
then, why not use it when releasing someone from an oath? Looked at ﬁ_m
of view, by lighting a small candle, which of course represents the ongmal cne & & Se aath
taking, then floating it on the stream close to the falls it will be carried mm
Remembering what a river or stream represents in terms of our mythos, when fhe candle soes
out in a symbolic sense the river of oblivium has taken away the pledges inlurlﬁ
a sense this could be called a little piece of sympathetic magic, where an action on ane kel
creates an effect on another - and why not? Isn’t that what the Craft is all abost®

Though some people may thjink this is rather an elaborate way of domne thames | can assars
you it is not. Probably purely psychological, the fact that one has dome somethame smsslls.
rather then just made a bald statement of intent, creates a feeling that somethime posstve has
occured in a formal way, rather then half done. This is in itself no bad thme Omeoe ssed the
idea gathered strength and we soon found ourselves using the ritual for scperatimge 2 sscomdany
group from the founding one of the clan. Once released from their coven caths by Soatme the
candle’ they were then free to form their own grouping within the clan structare. In 25 final
usage it can also be the way of seperating groups and individuals from others m the clan or
gathering when an unbridgeable divide opens up, something that does happen cccasionally i 2
clan system. The one benefit of ‘floating the candle’ in this case is that people can asree ©©
differ and separate without the need to call for the sword and a formal bamshment which
invariably leads to a lot of unpleasantness all round. Far better to separate in a civilised manner
than one of hostility.

The one cavil I can people having to this idea is finding a suitable stretch of water o use. In
our case I know we were lucky, but when it boils down to it any river. stream or lakewiﬂ do.
In essence all that is needed is a body of water to float the candle on, even if it trimming
most of the candle away to cut down on the burning time. Just how simple or cunphmted a




ritual is used would be purely up to the gathering. In fact there is no real need for any sort of
ritual to be performed at tehw aters edge at all. This could be done away from the water, say in
a circle with the candle being taken there afterwards. The important thing is that eventually the
water extinguishes the flame, thus symbolically extinguishing the oath candle used when it was
originally taken, and that this is witnessed by the other members of the gathering.
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